
�
�

�������	�
��	�� �
�
������������
��

�
 

�
�

�		�����������
�����

�
���	���������

�
������
 
 
 



Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office 2008 Annual Report Page 2 of 28  

 
 
 
 
 

                             Introduction 
 
 
 
 

 
Each year the Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office prepares an annual report 
of crime statistics in those areas that the Sheriff’s Office receives calls of 
service for the Michigan Incident Crime Reporting (MICR) and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations Uniformed Crime Report (UCR).  This data is 
compiled from offenses reported to the Sheriff’s Office, monthly police 
reports and individual crime incidents reports. 
 
The primary objective to this annual report is to provide a reliable set of 
criminal justice statistics and program functions for the administration, 
operation, and management.  The localized study of crime data and 
programs enable personnel to assess the influences of crime on our 
communities and the impact we have on them.  Similarly, crime statistics 
permit analysis among neighboring jurisdictions, and with those of similar 
populations and other characteristics. A broad examination of the data 
allows individuals to view the nature and movement of crime, underlying 
changes, and fluctuations throughout the County of Muskegon, the State of 
Michigan, and the United States. 
 
The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office is committed to improving the 
reliability and validity of our services.  We are attempting to achieve this 
goal by the study and analysis of our programs the major crime indexes. 
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Letter from the Sheriff  
 

 
I want to take this opportunity to present to the citizens of Muskegon  
County an overview of the activities of this office for fiscal year 2008 
(Oct. 1, 2008 through Sept. 30, 2009). 

 
This annual report contains information about the various functions of 
the Muskegon County Sheriff s Office and the fine men and women 
who perform them. It is my hope that after reviewing this report, you 
will feel the same sense of pride and accomplishment of those who 
make up this organization. 

 
There is no question that we live in challenging times and we're facing new challenges that 
seem to arise everyday for the sheriffs office. I want to assure all of you that the safety of this 
community is the No. 1 priority of this office and our guiding principal remains "To Protect 
and Serve." I trust that you will recognize that we do this with a sense of legal, moral and 
fiscal responsibility. 

 
As we move forward into this new year, the sheriffs office will continue to meet these 
challenges with the use of technology and a tenacious, dedicated staff. I pledge that our 
operations will be transparent to the citizens and we will strive to serve you better and more 
efficiently. 

 
Thank you for allowing me the privilege to serve as the 21 s` Muskegon County Sheriff. I 
recognize that it is only with the trust and support of the citizens of this county, and the staff 
with whom I serve, that I am able to wear this badge of sheriff. 

 
I hope that the information contained in this report will reinforce your trust that your sheriffs 
office is doing its best to serve and protect you. 

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dean C. Roesler 
Muskegon County Sheriff 
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Vision, Mission and Value Statements 
 
 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 

“Throughout our streets are Muskegon County's Finest.  Our mission to the Citizens of   
Muskegon County is to serve and protect...” 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“To create a safe living environment for the citizens of Muskegon County.” 
 
 
 

 
VALUE STATEMENT  

 
“Central to our mission are the values that guide our work. The members of the Muskegon 
County Sheriff’s Office, value: integrity, excellence, accountability, cooperation, problem 
solving, community partnerships, and loyalty. Our values are the foundation upon which our 
policies, procedures, and performance goals are based.  The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office 
recognizes that our greatest resources are those we serve and those that serve. To fulfill the 
mission, the Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office is dedicated to providing a quality work 
environment through committed leadership, supervision, career development, training, and 
discipline.” 
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                        OUR COMMUNITY 
 
 

Social Characteristics >> Estimate Percent U.S. 
Margin of 

Error  
Average household size 2.55 (X) 2.60 +/-0.04 
Average family size 3.12 (X) 3.19 +/-0.06   
Population 25 years and over 113,623    +/-175 

High school graduate or higher (X) 87.1 84.0% (X) 
Bachelor's degree or higher (X) 17.3 27.0% (X) 

Civilian veterans (civilian population 
18 years and over) 15,194 11.7 10.4% +/-929 

Disability status (population 5 years 
and over) 29,404 18.7 15.1% +/-1,338 

Foreign born 3,427 2.0 12.5% +/-662 
Male, Now married, except 
separated (population 15 years and 
over) 

33,335 48.8 52.6% +/-1,076 

Female, Now married, except 
separated (population 15 years and 
over) 

34,945 49.9 48.5% +/-1,059 

Speak a language other than English 
at home (population 5 years and 
over) 

7,219 4.4 19.5% +/-818 

  
Household population 166,461    +/-366 
Group quarters population (X) (X) (X) (X) 

       

Economic Characteristics >> Estimate Percent U.S. 
Margin of 

Error  

In labor force (population 16 years 
and over) 83,864 61.9 64.7% +/-1,377 

Mean travel time to work in minutes 
(workers 16 years and over) 19.5 (X) 25.1 +/-0.6 

Median household income (in 2007 
inflation-adjusted dollars) 41,984 (X) 50,007 +/-1,227 

Median family income (in 2007 
inflation-adjusted dollars) 51,789 (X) 60,374 +/-1,920 

Per capita income (in 2007 inflation-
adjusted dollars) 20,051 (X) 26,178 +/-579 

Families below poverty level (X) 11.6 9.8% (X) 
Individuals below poverty level (X) 16.0 13.3% (X) 
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Housing Characteristics  >> Estimate Percent U.S. Margin of 
Error 

 

Total housing units 73,035    +/-159 
Occupied housing units 65,259 89.4 88.4% +/-897 

Owner-occupied housing units 51,806 79.4 67.3% +/-1,015 
Renter-occupied housing units 13,453 20.6 32.7% +/-853 

Vacant housing units 7,776 10.6 11.6% +/-893   
Owner-occupied homes 51,806    +/-1,015 

Median value (dollars) 116,700 (X) 181,800 +/-2,292 
Median of selected monthly owner 
costs 

      

With a mortgage (dollars) 1,078 (X) 1,427 +/-19 
Not mortgaged (dollars) 358 (X) 402 +/-11 

       

ACS Demographic Estimates >> Estimate Percent U.S. Margin of 
Error 

 

Total population 174,236    ***** 
Male 86,670 49.7 49.2% +/-196 
Female 87,566 50.3 50.8% +/-196 

Median age (years) 36.5 (X) 36.4 +/-0.2 
Under 5 years 11,654 6.7 6.9% +/-47 
18 years and over 129,713 74.4 75.3% ***** 
65 years and over 21,750 12.5 12.5% +/-90   
One race 170,774 98.0 97.9% +/-578 

White 141,281 81.1 74.1% +/-683 
Black or African American 23,734 13.6 12.4% +/-466 
American Indian and Alaska Native 1,513 0.9 0.8% +/-235 
Asian 829 0.5 4.3% +/-181 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander 

409 0.2 0.1% +/-552 

Some other race 3,008 1.7 6.2% +/-848 
Two or more races 3,462 2.0 2.1% +/-578   
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 7,238 4.2 14.7% ***** 

 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey 
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Board Commissioners 
 

 
Kenneth Mahoney 

District 1, Chair 
 

Charles L. Buzzell 
District 2 

 
I. John Snider II 

District 3 
 

James J. Derezinski 
District 4 

 
Marvin R. Engle 

District 5 
 

Lew Collins  
District 6 

 
Charles Nash 

District 7, Vice Chair 
 

Bill Gill 
District 8 

 
Louis A. McMurray 

District 9 
 

Roger C. Wade 
District 10 

 
Robert Scolnik 

District 11 
 

 

The County is the largest civil administrative unit of local government in Michigan. The 
general administrative powers are delegated to the Board of Commissioners. 
However, the State government has become the most important administrative agent 
of the State. Muskegon County is a member of The National Association of Counties 
and The Michigan Association of Counties.  

The care and management of the property and business of the County is vested in the 
Board of Commissioners. The various administrative functions are carried out through 
standing committees of the Board, annually appointed by the Chairperson and 
confirmed by the Board. 

Board meetings are held twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 
and in the interim, subject to the call of the Chairperson or petition of the 
Commissioners.   All Board and committee meetings are held on the 4th floor of the 
Hall of Justice at 3:30 P.M.  Standing committee meetings are:  

·  Community Development/Strategic Planning  
·  Courts/Public Safety  
·  Human Resources  
·  Public Works  
·  Transportation  
·  Ways and Means  
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CORRECTIONS  
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            Current Inmate Assignment 01/01/09 

 
 
In 2008 the corrections staff, working the receiving desk “booked” in 11,000 persons, 
finger printing over 8,000 of those intakes.  A total of 6,000 criminal history builds were 
conducted and over 60,000 phone calls were received.  A total of 17,500 visits were 
scheduled for this year, with 145,000 meals being prepared and served by correctional 
staff. 
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The Corrections Division is under the command of Lt. Mark 
Burns.  As the jail administrator, Lt. Burns manages five 
sergeants, two civilian clerks, along with medical and food 
service departments.    
 
The Muskegon County Jail is designed to house 370 inmates 
managed by 51 full time correction officers. The main jail 
houses the holding, minimum to maximum security as well 
as female and juvenile inmates.  The Ernest W. Heikkila 
annex houses work release and minimum security inmates.  
The jail has a redundant state-of-the-art surveillance and cell 
door locking system needed to maintain the many levels of 
security to ensure employee, public and inmate safety.   
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UNIFORMED SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calls for Service  
 
 

During the 2008 year, the Sheriff’s Office responded to 10,184 calls for service, which 
was a 0.69% decrease from 2007 (10,894).  Calls of service include all emergency 
and non-emergency calls for service and any officer initiated activities requiring an 
incident report. 
 
 

2008 Male Female Total  
Full-Time Law Enforcement 
Uniformed Services 45 4 49 

 
Full-Time Corrections 
 

41 10 51 

Full-time Civilian 
Employees 4 19 23 

 
Total Full-Time Staff 
 

  
123 

 
 
The Sheriff’s Office continues to realize the benefit from having mobile (MCT) 
computer terminals in their cruisers.  This technology allows offices to be more 
efficient and effect in their duty.   Utilizing these computers is a direct improvement to 
decreased response times to calls of service and officer report writing. 
 
 
 

 

The Uniformed Services Division of the Sheriff’s Office is 
under the command of Captain Michael Poulin and consists 
of one lieutenant, five sergeants, nineteen law enforcement 
uniformed services officers, two traffic officers, nine court 
officers, two process servers and seventeen part-time 
deputies.    
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CRIMMINAL OFFENSES – Group A  
 
 

CODE  CHARGE DESCRIPTION 2006 2007 2008 
09001 MURDER / NON-NEGLIGENT 0 0 0 
09002 NEG. HOMICIDE / MANSLAUGHTER (INVOLUNTARY) 0 0 0 
09004 JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE 0 0 0 
10001 KIDNAPPING / ABDUCTION 1 0 0 
10002 PARENTAL KIDNAPPING 0 0 0 
11001 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 1 - P/V) 19 13 12 
11002 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 3 - P/V) 9 3 3 
11003 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 1 - O/A) 10 6 4 
11004 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 3 - O/A) 0 0 0 
11005 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 1 - OBJ) 3 4 0 
11006 SEXUAL PENETRATION (CSC 3 - OBJ) 2 3 1 
11007 SEXUAL CONTACT FORCIBLE (CSC 2) 7 14 10 
11008 SEXUAL CONTACT  FORCIBLE (CSC 4) 10 9 4 
12000 ROBBERY 6 4 5 
13001 NONAGGRAVATED ASSAULT 318 296 261 
13002 AGGRAVATED / FELONIOUS ASSAULT 42 42 40 
13003 INTIMIDATION / STALKING 19 14 7 
20000 ARSON 15 8 5 
21000 EXTORTION 0 0 1 
22001 BURGLARY:  FORCED ENTRY 163 161 122 
22002 BURGLARY:  ENTRY W/O FORCE (INTENT TO COMMIT) 57 41 41 
23001 LARCENY:  POCKETPICKING 1 2 3 
23002 LARCENY:  PURSE SNATCHING 2 1 0 
23003 LARCENY:  THEFT FROM A BUILDING 104 77 94 
23004 LARCENY:  THEFT FROM A COIN OPERATED MACHINE 2 1 3 
23005 LARCENY:  THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE 224 153 225 
23006 LARCENY:  THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS 33 27 30 
23007 LARCENY:  OTHER 442 414 336 
24001 MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 53 33 38 
24002 MOTOR VEHICLE AS STOLEN PROPERTY 2 2 2 
24003 MOTOR VEHICLE FRAUD 0 0 0 
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CRIMMINAL OFFENSES – Group A 
(Continued) 

 
 
 

25000 FORGERY / COUNTERFEITING 20 15 11 
26001 FRAUD:  FALSE PRETENSE 26 20 8 
26002 FRAUD:  CREDIT CARD / ATM 46 43 18 
26003 FRAUD:  IMPERSONATION 30 14 14 
26004 FRAUD:  WELFARE FRAUD 0 1 0 
26005 FRAUD:  WIRE FRAUD 7 3 1 
27000 EMBEZZLEMENT 10 14 8 
28000 STOLEN PROPERTY 7 3 2 
29000 DAMAGE TO PROPERTY 483 365 246 
30001 RETAIL FRAUD - MISREPRESENT 0 0 0 
30002 RETAIL FRAUD - THEFT 12 14 18 
30003 RETAIL FRAUD - REFUND / EXCHANGE 0 0 0 
35001 VIOLATION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ACT 43 34 59 
35002 NARCOTIC EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS 1 2 3 
36001 SEXUAL PENETRATION:  NONFORCIBLE  0 0 0 
36002 SEXUAL PENETRATION:  NONFORCIBLE (OTHER) 2 0 0 
37000 OBSCENITY 3 1 3 
39001 GAMBLING - BETTING/ WAGERING 0 0 0 
39002 GAMBLING / OPERATING 0 0 0 
39003 GAMBLING / EQUIPMENT - VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 
39004 GAMBLING / SPORTS TAMPERING 0 0 0 
40001 COMMERIALIZED SEX 0 0 0 
40002 COMMERCIALIZED / SEX - PROMOTING PROSTITUTION 0 0 0 
51000 BRIBERY 0 0 0 
52001 WEAPONS OFFENSE - CONCEALED 2 3 7 
52002 WEAPONS OFFENSE - EXPLOSIVES 4 5 1 
52003 WEAPONS OFFENSE / OTHER 11 13 6 
TOTAL                                                                                        2251 1878 1652 
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CRIMMINAL OFFENSES – Group B 
 

CODE  CHARGE DESCRIPTION 2006 2007 2008 
01000 SOVEREIGNTY 0 0 0 
02000 MILITARY 1 0 0 
03000 IMMIGRATION 0 0 0 
09003 NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE - VEH/BOAT/SNOWMOBILE 0 0 1 
14000 ABORTION 0 0 0 
22003 BURGLARY:  ENTRY WITHOUT AUTHORITY 56 22 15 
22004 POSSESSION OF BURGLARY TOOLS 0 0 0 
26006 FRAUD:  BAD CHECKS 66 44 44 
36003 PEEPING TOM 0 0 0 
36004 SEX OFFENSE - (OTHER) 13 7 11 
38001 FAMILY - ABUSE / NEGLECT- NONVIOLENT 66 100 59 
38002 FAMILY - NONSUPPORT 0 0 0 
38003 FAMILY - OTHER 3 8 4 
41001 LIQUOR LICENSE - ESTABLISHMENT 0 0 0 
41002 LIQUOR VIOLATIONS - OTHER 27 29 38 
42000 DRUNKENNESS - EXCEPT OUIL 8 7 15 
48000 OBSTRUCTING POLICE 29 9 7 
49000 ESCAPE / FLIGHT 1 1 2 
50000 OBSTRUCTING JUSTICE 73 47 319 
53001 DISORDERLY CONDUCT 122 89 46 
53002 PUBLIC PEACE - OTHER 593 442 428 
54001 HIT & RUN MOTOR VEH. ACCIDENT 23 51 44 
54002 OPERATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (LIQUOR/DRUGS) 100 107 107 
55000 HEALTH & SAFETY 54 55 57 
56000 CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 0 0 0 
57001 TRESPASS - OTHER 112 91 74 
57002 INVASION OF PRIVACY - OTHER 1 0 0 
58000 SMUGGLING 0 0 0 
59000 ELECTION LAWS 0 0 1 
60000 ANTITRUST 0 0 0 
61000 TAX / REVENUE 0 0 0 
62000 CONSERVATON 77 80 69 
63000 VAGRANCY 0 0 0 
70000 JUVENILE RUNAWAY 96 79 50 
73000 MISCELLANEOUS CRIMINAL 8 6 3 
75000 SOLICITATION 0 0 0 
77000 CONSPIRACY 0 0 0 
TOTAL                                                                                        1592 1274 1394 
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SERVICE CALLS/OFFENSES 
 
 

CODE  DESCRIPTION 2006 2007 2008 
54003 MISDEMEANOR TRAFFIC OFFENSES 367 304 270 
89004 MOTOR CARRIER:  WARRANT ARREST 0 0 3 
89005 MOTOR CARRIER:  SAFETY RULES VIOLATION 0 0 0 
89006 MOTOR CARRIER:  HOMES TO BE MOVED - INSPECTIONS 0 0 0 
89009 MOTOR CARRIER VIOLATIONS - ALL OTHERS 0 0 0 
91001 DELINQUENT MINORS U/17 72 73 55 
92001 DIVORCE & SUPPORT 0 0 0 
92002 INCAPACITATED PERSON 4 0 0 
92003 WALK AWAY MENTAL INSTITUTION / HOSPITAL 0 0 0 
92004 MENTAL ILLNESS / INSANITY 7 10 36 
92005 CIVIL INFRACTION - POSSESS OF ALCOHOL 0 0 0 
94001 ALARM:  VALID 33 39 10 
94002 ALARMS:  UNFOUNDED 297 169 278 
94003 REST AREA/ROAD SIDE PARK VIOLATIONS 0 1 1 
95001 ACCIDENT:  FIRE 8 4 5 
95002 ACCIDENT:  EXPLOSION 1 0 1 
95003 FIRE INSPECTIONS 1 2 1 
95004 HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS 9 23 29 
96100 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - BOMB 0 0 0 
96200 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - BIOLOGICAL 0 0 0 
96300 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - CHEMICAL 0 0 0 
96400 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - NUCLEAR 0 0 0 
96500 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - ELECTRONIC 0 0 0 
96600 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - INSPECTIONS 0 0 0 
96800 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - UNFOUNDED 0 0 0 
96900 TERRORIST ACTIVITY - OTHER 0 0 1 
97001 ACCIDENT:  AIRCRAFT 0 0 0 
97002 ACCIDENT: HUNTING 0 0 0 
97003 ACCIDENT:  HUNTING/SHOOTING 0 0 0 
97004 ACCIDENT:  BOATING 7 4 8 
97005 ACCIDENT:  DROWING - OTHER WATER 2 1 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MCSO - 2008 
Annual Report 

 



Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office 2008 Annual Report Page 16 of 28  

 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE CALLS/OFFENSES 
 
 

CODE  DESCRIPTION 2006 2007 2008 
97006 ACCIDENT:  ALL OTHER 2 0 3 
98001 INSPECTION:  BOATS 112 98 0 
98002 INSPECTION:  VEHICLE VIN 141 58 197 
98003 INSPECTION:  PROPERTY 8 9 0 
98004 INSPECTIONS:  OTHER 18 4 7 
98006 CIVIL & FAMILY DISPUTES 1397 1200 1202 
98007 SUSPICIOUS SITUATIONS 1410 1269 1321 
98008 LOST & FOUND PROPERTY 152 129 120 
98009 DRUG OVERDOSE 25 23 25 
99001 SUICIDE 35 63 45 
99002 NATURAL DEATH 32 28 35 
99003 MISSING PERSON 24 29 15 
99004 NATURAL DISASTER 0 0 0 
99005 GUN BOARD MEETINGS 2 4 0 
99006 INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 0 0 0 
99007 PUBLIC RELATIONS 2 0 1 
99008 GENERAL ASSISTANCE 936 1032 913 
99009 GENERAL NON-CRIMINAL 416 429 465 
990091 ANIMALS - IMPOUNDED 11 4 7 
990092 ANIMALS AT LARGE 204 175 149 
990093 ANIMAL - BITES 35 21 28 
990094 ANIMALS - OTHER 132 101 122 
990095 NEIGHBOR TROUBLES 72 55 49 
990096 K-9 ASSIST 0 4 62 
990097 SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 10 8 2 
990098 ABANDONED BICYCLES 4 1 1 
99010 ASSIST OTHER AGENCY 0 4 34 
990100 MARINE CIVIL INFRACTIONS 0 0 14 
990101 MARINE MISD 0 0 3 
990102 MARINE GENERAL ASSIST 0 0 62 
99010W WARRANT ARREST - ASSIST OTHER AGENCY 279 267 106 
99011 SUICIDE AND SUSPICIOUS DEATHS 0 2 0 
99012 MISSING PERSON 0 4 15 
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TRAFFIC SERVICES 
 
 

The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office Traffic Enforcement Unit consists of two officers 
and serves as the primary division responsible for the planning, analysis and 
coordination of the department’s police traffic services.  Both officers are funded 
through a statewide grant offered to all Michigan Sheriff’s Departments through Public 
Act 416 of 1978. 

The Traffic Enforcement Unit analyzes traffic crash data to identify problem areas and 
solutions by working closely with Traffic Engineering. The Unit answers and responds 
to citizen concerns related to vehicular traffic and they work with Neighborhood 
Liaison Officers in resolving issues. To accomplish the unit’s mission, members of the 
Traffic Unit utilize both marked patrol vehicles and motorcycles. 

The use of motorcycles is unique because of the ability of the officers to become 
highly maneuverable and complete tasks not possible for officers in a regular patrol 
unit. The motorcycles have been used for such things as funeral escorts, escorting 
buildings being moved through the county, dense crowd enforcement, and presidential 
motorcades.  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Since 2002 the Traffic Services Unit has annually been awarded the Michigan 
Association of Chiefs of Police “Award for Excellence in Traffic Safety”.  In 2002 the 
Traffic Services Unit was also awarded the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police 
“Award for Excellence in Commercial Vehicle Safety”.  The unit has also received 
awards from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (2005/2008) for traffic 
safety programs developed by the Traffic Services Unit.   
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TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 
 

Citations  2008 2007 
EXCEEDING POST SPEED -  
FREEWAY 

306 450 

VIOLATION OF BASIC SPEED 152 171 
SEAT BELT 89 102 
IMPROPER PARKING GENERAL 75 1 
INSURANCE-NO PROOF OF 71 78 
MINOR IN POSSESSION 67 0 
PLATE-EXPIRED/NO 
PLATE/UNLICENSED 

66 100 

LIC-DWLS/REINSTATEMENT FEE 64 36 
O.U.I.L. (OWI) 50 62 
SPEEDING IN A SCHOOL ZONE 49 51 
DISOBEY TRAFFIC SIGNAL 47 58 
FAIL TO YIELD/OR STOP 35 44 
STOP SIGN 34 51 
LIC-DWL EXPIRED/NO 
ENDORSEMENT 

30 93 

CARELESS DRIVING 27 42 
AVOID/DISOBEY TRAFFIC 
CONTROL DEVICE 

24 12 

PLATE-IMPROPER 23 48 
FAIL TO YIELD LEFT TURN 21 21 
OPEN INTOX IN MOTOR VEHICLE-
DRIVER 

20 1 

PARKING IN HANDICAPPED 21 28 
YOUTH TOBACCO ACT 15 10 
LIC-NO OPS ON PERSON 13 21 
MOTOR CARRIER SAFEY ACT 12 37 
SPEED-TOO FAST/SLOW 
CONDITIONS 

12 6 

OVERWEIGHT AXELS 11 0 
MINOR IN 
POSSESSION/CONSUME/POSSESS 

10 45 

LIC-DWL EXPIRED/NO 
ENDORSEMENT - NO CHAUFFERS 
ENDORSEMENT 

1 31 
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TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

 
CODE  DESCRIPTION 2006 2007 2008 
93001 TRAFFIC CRASH 776 728 766 
93001B TRAFFIC CRASH:  CAR/BICYCLE  (MINOR INJURY) 4 3 4 
93001D TRAFFIC CRASH:  CAR/DEER 338 296 315 
93001K TRAFFIC CRASH:  FATAL TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 5 15 4 
93001P TRAFFIC CRASH:  CAR/PEDESTRIAN 3 4 0 
93001S TRAFFIC CRASH:  SERIOUS INJURY 0 38 27 
93001Y TRAFFIC CRASH:  CAR/BIKE (SERIOUS) 0 0 0 
93001Z TRAFFIC CRASH:  CAR/PEDESTRIAN (SERIOUS) 0 0 0 
93002 NON-TRAFFIC CRASH (PRIVATE PROPERTY) 115 60 35 
93002K NON-TRAFFIC CRASH:  FATAL 0 1 0 
93002S NON-TRAFFIC CRASH:  SERIOUIS 4 5 6 
93003 TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS - CIVIL 166 123 88 
93004 PARKING VIOLATIONS - CIVIL 130 122 111 
93005 TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION/SURVEY 39 22 14 
93006 TRAFFIC POLICING (DIRECTION) 9 23 5 
93007 TRAFFIC SAFETY - PUBLIC APPEARANCE 2 5 4 
93008 BREATHALYZER INSPECTION 0 0 0 
93009 BREATHALYZER TESTS 0 0 0 
93010 COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT 0 18 46 

 

Goals:  

 To ensure the safety and well being of the citizens of Muskegon County by 
reducing injuries, deaths and economic losses resulting from motor vehicle 
crashes.  

 To enhance citizen education, understanding and satisfaction of police traffic 
services.  

 To deter crime through increased presence and visibility in the community and 
through the apprehension of criminals by utilizing motor vehicles in the most 
efficient, pertinent and safe manner possible.  
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TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives:  

 To identify high accident areas, analyze data and apply problem solving 
techniques in the resolution of traffic problems.  

 To enhance traffic safety in Muskegon County by reducing both the frequency 
and severity of traffic crashes.  

 To aggressively investigate citizen complaints and enforce all applicable traffic 
laws and regulations.  

 To vigorously pursue the investigation of any and all illegal activities detected 
as a result of traffic stops.  

 To act as representatives of the Sheriff’s Office through public appearances at 
special functions, parades and funerals.  

 To represent the department as public speakers and instructors, when 
requested.  

 To investigate, clear, and charge, when possible, all hit and run accidents.  
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Alcohol Related Crash Trend for Muskegon County
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Annual Report 
 
 

DETECTIVE BUREAU  
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 2008 a total of 283 complaints were assigned to the detective bureau.  Of those 131 
were reported directly to the unit and 152 were originated by the uniformed services 
division.  This averages to just over 70 individual investigations per detective annually.  
 

Type of Investigation # 
Assaults (Non aggravated/Aggravated/Felonious) 4 
Arson 5 
Fraud/Forgery 21 
Home Invasion & Burglary 49 
Weapons Offense 5 
Sex Offense (Sexual Assault/Child Porn) 81 
Embezzlement 5 
Child Abuse/Neglect 5 
Larceny 42 
Obstructing Justice 4 
Robbery 6 
Motor Vehicle Theft 7 
Homicide (Assist to Grand Haven D.P.S.) 1 
Other Types of Investigations 48 
 
Of the 283 investigations; 94 were closed by arrest or other means, 28 were placed 
inactive and 61 are currently active. 
 
In 2008 a total of 1219 items of evidence were processed into the Sheriff’s Office 
Evidence Room.  Of those 141 were returned to the owner and 56 were disposed of.  
Nine (9) were forfeiture items that were converted to department use.   

MCSO - 2008 
Annual Report 

 

The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office Detective Bureau is 
responsible for the investigation of all incidents that require 
extended investigations beyond the initial report. Personnel that 
are assigned narcotics investigations also fall within the scope of 
the Detective Bureau. 
 
The Detective Bureau is under the command of Det./Lt. James 
Christiansen, who is directly responsible for the supervision of all 
detectives.  There are four detectives assigned directly to this 
unit with one part-time clerical staff.  A fifth detective is assigned 
to the West Michigan Enforcement Team (WEMET).  
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WEST MICHIGAN ENFORCEMENT TEAM 
WEMET  

 
2008 Muskegon County Investigation    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Type Total 
Investigations 331 
Arrests 245 
Search Warrants 71 
Guns Seized 32 
Cocaine Seized 2468 grams 
Crack Cocaine Seized 1153.1 grams 
Marijuana Seized 111.6 pounds 
Marijuana Plants Seized 406 
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COURT SERVICES 
 

 
    
  
 
 
The court Services Division is responsible for providing daily coverage for; 
 
4 District Courts 
3 Circuit Courts 
2 Probate Courts 
 

·  Regular coverage is also made available for Friend of The Court hearings and 
Family Court. 

 
 
2008: 
 
 

�  52 transportation runs to Michigan Prisons 
 

�  178 scheduled medical transportations 
 

�  50 unscheduled emergency medical transports 
 

�  153 prisoner (writ) pickups, (totaling 306 with a return) 
 

�  2,351 inmates were escorted to court from receiving 
 

�   Provided coverage of the front desk for 66 days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Court Services Division of the Sheriff’s Office is under the 
command of Sgt. Chris Stevens and consists of nine full-time 
bailiffs and five part-time.  There are also two full-time process 
servers and 12 part-time court house screeners.  
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TRAINING 
 
 
 
 

Personnel from the Sheriff’s Office attended a variety of training sessions during the 
year 2008, accounting for over 3,770 hours.  This is an average of 32 hours of training 
per employee for the year. 
 
As continued and on a rotating basis, Deputy’s received training in precision driving, 
legal update, mental illness, response to subject resistance, firearms and criminal 
investigations. 
 
Administrative personnel attended courses in advanced level managerial functions, 
employee performance evaluations, hostage rescue resolutions and the National 
Incident Command Systems.   
 
The clerical staff also received additional 
training throughout the year on records  
management, gun registration and reporting.   
  
The Sheriff’s Office firearms instructors provided 
training in the use of pistols, shotguns and rifles.   
All sworn personnel are required to qualify with  
their assigned service weapons annually.  Firearms’ training includes placing officers 
in various “situations”, including the understanding and articulation of the use of 
deadly force.   
 
The use of the Range 3000 allows for officers to be placed in high stress conditions 
that are realistic and challenging.  This computer based, video training program 
utilizes weapons fitted with lasers to place officers in a realistic simulation.  The 
training unit was purchased collectively by Muskegon area law enforcement agencies.   
 
Officers also received training in: domestic violence, interview and interrogation, felony 
stops, evidence collection, railway safety issues, leadership principles, report writing, 
accident investigation, active shooter, CPR, first aid.  The Muskegon County Sheriff’s 
Office is part of the West Michigan Criminal Justice Training Consortium. 
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MUSKEGON COUNTY EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
TEAM (E.R.T.) 

The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office participates in conjunction with other Muskegon 
County agencies on a multi-jurisdictional Emergency Response Team (ERT). The 
purpose of the ERT Team is to preserve life in high-risk situations through the use of 
specialized training, equipment, and tactics in a professional manner that inspires 
confidence in the community. This Team was established to deal with situations which 
require equipment, techniques and training which are beyond the norms for most 
police officers. 

Utilizing team tactics, special weaponry, specialized equipment and other tactical 
skills, the ERT team responds to incidents that include, but are not limited to, 
barricaded suspects, hostage situations, service of high-risk search warrants and 
arrest warrants, apprehension of armed and dangerous fugitives, civil disorder, and 
dignitary protection. 

At its most basic level, the ERT team exists to save lives. The Muskegon County ERT 
is on call 24 hours a day, every day of the year, to provide assistance to every 
jurisdiction within Muskegon County. The team may also receive requests from 
outside agencies to assist them with critical incidents. There is a trust level between 
team members not only within the county wide team but also with surrounding 
agencies.  Lives depend on it. 

The ERT team is committed to the safe resolution of all high risk situations and will 
approach each situation in a professional and controlled manner, with an emphasis 
that all operations will be conducted with the highest regard for the preservation of life.  
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MUSKEGON COUNTY EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
TEAM (E.R.T.) 

 
 

                                                          

The team began actively responding to incidents such as hostage rescue, high risk 
felony warrant service, and narcotic search warrants in December of 2006.  During the 
calendar year of 2007, the Muskegon County emergency response Team was 
activated for eleven calls of service.  In 2008, the team responded to seven calls of 
service: 

�  January 16, 2008:  The Ionia County Sheriff’s Office requested assistance in 
apprehending a barricaded suspect.  The use of one of the team’s armored 
vehicles was used in this apprehension. 
 

�  April 10, 2008:  The Norton Shores Police Department requested assistance in 
serving a high risk warrant for suspected automatic weapons and narcotics.  
 

�  June 12, 2008:  The City of Muskegon Heights requested assistance in serving 
a search warrant for a possible barricaded suspect after shots were fired in a 
neighborhood. 

 
�  July 1, 2008:  Team activation following a homicide in the City of Roosevelt 

Park.  Suspect apprehended by patrol. 
 

�  July 17, 2008:  The Oceana County Sheriff’s Office requested assistance in a 
woodland search for a homicide suspect.  A result of the search found that the 
suspect had taken his own life. 

 
�  July 21, 2008:  The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office requested assistance 

with perimeter and a woodland search for an armed suspect who had been 
discharging a rifle in a neighborhood.  Suspect apprehended. 

 
�  December 29, 2008:  The Muskegon County Sheriff’s Office requested 

assistance with apprehending an armed suspect who had filled a home with 
natural gas.  Suspect apprehended.     
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MARINE DIVISION  
 

 
 
 
 
Through the summer months the Sheriff’s Office is responsible for boater safety and 
compliance to state law for more than 56 inland lakes and along the 26 miles of Lake 
Michigan coastline.  This total equates to over 1000 miles of shoreline, with 25 
accessible marinas.  In 2008, 220 individuals were certified in boater safety.    

 
2008 Enforcement Activities  

 

Location Hours Inspections  OWI Reckless 
Operation  

Nav. 
Rules 

PFD 
Violation  

Reg. 
violation

s 
    CI VW CI VW CI VW CI VW 

Bear Lake 189.75 2   1  7    11 

Blue Lake 66.50 1   2    1 1 2 
Duck Lake 79.50 2   1  3    1 
Inland Lake 42.50        1   

Lake MI 118.75    1  5    1 
Middle Lake 4.25        1   
Mona lake 161.25 1    2 11 1 7  8 
Musk. Lake 1,121.25 5   5 1 24  2 1 43 
Musk. Chan 179.75 20 1    13   1 8 
Twin Lake 94.75    3      4 
West Lake 4.50      1 1    
WhiteLake 786.25 14   2  35 3 8 2 26 
Wolf Lake 163.75 1   3 2 1  2  12 

Total  3,012.75 46 1 0 18 5 100 5 22 5 116 
 
 

The Marine Division of the Sheriff’s Office is under the command of 
Sgt. Gary Berdinski who manages six seasonal enforcement 
deputies, ten recovery divers, eight patrol boats and one jet-ski.  
Sgt. Berdinski is also responsible for snowmobile enforcement 
during the winter months and can also provide trail enforcement on 
a quad during the changing seasons.  During the off season Sgt. 
Berdinski also teaches boater safety.  
 
In 2008, Sgt. Berdinski received a National “Award of Merit” from the 
National Boater Safety Congress, for his work on the south break-
wall light project. 
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MOUNTED UNIT  
 

 
 
 
The Sheriff's Mounted Unit is made up of 19 individuals who are trained in various law 
enforcement and safety procedures and are used at special events and in 
emergencies when requested by Sheriff's Office. The individuals and their horse are 
certified annually.  Firearm certifications are also done annually with the horse 
present.  This assures the horse will be able to handle the duties of the Deputy.  In 
2008 the Sheriff’s Posse Unit totaled more than 2,809 in service hours.  
 
 

 
 
 
Members of the Sheriff's Office Mounted Unit participated in the 2009 Presidential 
Inauguration Parade in Washington D.C.   Those members were invited to participate 
in this event as members of a state wide Equestrian Consortium. 
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